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Continuity & Change Over Time 

 Describes historical continuity (what 
stays the same) and change (what is 

different) over time 

 Must address both continuity & change 

in thesis and essay 

 Must explain not only what has changed 

and stayed the same, but explain the 
reasons why it has changed or 

remained the same 

Comparison 

 This skill focuses on comparison or 

compare/contrast 

 Not only have to describe the similarities and 
differences but explain the reasons for 

the similarities and/or differences OR  

(depending on prompt)explain the 

significance of the similarities/differences 

 

 
Causation 

 Sometimes cause & effect, other times 
just causes or just effects 

 If the prompt asks for causes/effects, you 

must include more than one! (Two is the 

minimum, I suggest three if you can!) 

 Good to think about both short & long 

term causes and effects 

 Also explains the reasons for the 

causes and/or the effects of the historical 

development 

Periodization 

 Periodization is a complex skill to master 

 The key phrase to identify a periodization is 

the term turning point in the prompt (ex: 

To what extent was the French & Indian War 

a turning point in British/American 

relations).  

 To accomplish this, you must identify to 
what extent the event was a turning point 

by looking at what happened before & after 

that point, as well as the similarities & 

differences from the time before and after 

Context (DBQ ONLY) 

 Explain broader historical events, developments or processes that are relevant to the question, in other words, what are 

events going on at the same time as the prompt and how are they connected to the prompt? 

 Must be in same time period. (If question is from 1900-1940, context must be in that time frame. Dates matter!) 

 Should be explained well – 2-3 sentences. 

 Context should be in the INTRODUCTION / FIRST Paragraph, but can also be sprinkled throughout essay. Easier to 
spot/grade in first paragraph though! 

Synthesis 

 Extend the argument by explaining connections between the argument and ONE of the following: 

o Development in a different historical time period, situation, era or geographical era (usually easiest way!) 

o Course theme/approach to history that is not the focus (or a new topic – ex: political, economic or social) 

 Synthesis must relate back to the topic of the question AND you must explain the connection between your synthesis 

and the prompt topic.   

Thesis 

 Thesis statements must answer ALL PARTS of the question & make a historically defensible claim 

o If the question asks to compare AND contrast or give cause AND effects, the thesis must address both! 

o Thesis needs to explain/include an extent – (ex: “Similarities are more prevalent than differences due to…”/ 

other phrases to use: significant, rigorous, substantial, immense, etc…) 

 Can be more than ONE sentence, and often times can be 2-3 sentences. 

 Needs to be in the INTRODUCTION / FIRST Paragraph 

  

Argumentation 

 Every essay must include a well formed argument, supported by evidence, that is visible throughout the essay & 

ties back to the thesis constantly   

 On the DBQ – you must use outside evidence/information as well as the provided documents in support of your argument.  


