
   Advanced Placement United States History 
APUSH 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR: ANGELA DANLEY 

CONTACT INFORMATION: Phone number: (720) 423-8834 

Email + Google Drive: adanley@dpsk12.net 

Website: gwapus.yolasite.com           

                 Room: 228 

COURSE PREREQUISITES:  None. 

COURSE INFORMATION: A.P. U.S. History is a two-semester course that is designed to prepare you to take the A.P. test 

May 5, 2017 at 8:00am, and to prepare you for college level work. The course covers from the beginning of U.S. history 

up to present day. Because of the vast amount of material this encompasses, we will be reading approximately one 

chapter a week (with the possibility of reading two in a week).  It is important that you do the reading in order to get 

the most out of the class.  You will need to keep pace with the class, falling behind will cause you to be unprepared in 

May.  It is important that you do the reading in order to get the most out of the class.  While it is an excellent incentive 

for students to receive college credit after taking the A.P. exam, it is not the only achievement possible for students.  

Studies show that students who take an A.P. class, whether they pass the test or not, are more prepared for college than 

their counterparts who do not take A.P. classes. It is important that you do the reading in order to get the most out of 

the class. 

TEXTS, READINGS, VIDEOS:  
Brinkley, Alan. American History: Connecting With the Past. McGraw Hill. 2012 & 2009. 
AMSCO’s United States History Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination 2016.  
            *Be sure to get the 2015 or 2016 version* 
Other texts and videos will be distributed by the teacher and through the website gwapus.yolasite.com. 
SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR CLASS: 

 Students will need a 2 ½-3” 3-ring binder in which to organize their work for class.  This binder should be 

brought to class, every day.  

o The following section dividers are required:  

 Unit 1: Pre-Columbian and Colonial America (1491-1763) 
 Unit 2: Birth of a New Nation (1754-1800) 
 Unit 3: Age of Jefferson (1800-1828) 
 Unit 4: Age of Jackson (1824-1848) 
 Unit 5: Antebellum America, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1840-1877) 
 Unit 6: Industrialization and Economic Expansion (1860-1900) 
 Unit 7: Progressivism and Imperialism (1877-1920) 
 Unit 8: From Normalcy to Superpower (1920-1945) 
 Unit 9: Post-WWII America (1945-1968) 
 Unit 10: America and Globalism (1968-Present) 

 Periodic “binder checks” will be counted as a grade.  This syllabus and semester calendar must be the FIRST item 

in your binder! 

 Students are also expected to have loose leaf paper and a dark BLUE or BLACK PEN with them every day.  The 

student will be responsible for keeping track of all of their work for this course.   

 Students must have a GMAIL account that has both their FIRST and LAST name in the title.  This account will be 

used not only for email, but also as an electronic storage device for documents.  Students must create a folder 

specifically for AP US History in their Google Drive and share it with Mrs. Danley at adanley@dpsk12.net  This 

folder will be used to turn in various assignments. 



TEACHING METHODS: As an academic discipline History requires the use of skills including inquiry, critical analysis, 
synthesis, and evaluation. Students therefore, will be challenged to not only comprehend historical issues, but also to 
analyze and evaluate historical issues.  The primary focus of the A.P. class is to prepare students to perform well on the 
A.P. exam in May, therefore all assignments will focus on skills necessary to pass the A.P. exam.  Students will participate 
in daily writing activities including quick writes, summaries, poems, higher level questions, and opinion pieces. Students 
will also participate in structured discussions including four corners debate, think-pair-share, philosophical chairs, and 
possibly a true debate.  Students will also be challenged to read for understanding, and present projects and/or group 
work to the class as a whole.  
 
ACADEMIC BEHAVIORS: Students are more successful when they demonstrate certain academic behaviors – not only in 

high school, but in post-secondary education and the world of work.  Knowing how to be a successful student and 

practicing these behaviors will help students now and in the future:  time management skills, work and socializing, using 

information resources, taking class notes, and communicating with teachers and counselors. 

HOMEWORK: 

 Chapter Reading Guides + Key Terms are always due the day of the Chapter Quiz 

 Unit Crash Course Video Guides are always due the day of the Unit Test 

 You must pass the Map Test with a 100%, retakes will be offered Wednesdays after school until 9/28. 

 There will be periodic pop quizzes. 

 Some tests will involve separate in class essays or take home essays. 

 Quizzes can be short answer or multiple choice. 
  

GRADING: Grades will be assigned based on the following system:  

 Tests= 40% 

 Weekly Quizzes= 30%  

 Reading Guides + Key Terms=15% 

 Everything Else= 15% 
 

 Test corrections will only be allowed on Multiple Choice questions and will take place after school in room 228.  
Students will be allowed to complete test corrections ONLY if they have turned in the Crash Course video guides 
for that unit.  Corrections only regain partial credit for wrong answers.  

 Only assignments written in PEN will be accepted. 

 Only assignments written in PEN will be accepted. 
 

LATE POLICY:  
Reading Guides + Key Terms WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE.  They must be turned in in PEN before 3:15pm on the day 
they are due. 
Essays will have 10% deducted for each day they are late, up to a maximum of 50%. Essays will not be accepted after 1 
week of the due date.  
 
ABSENCE POLICY: When students are absent, they can get their makeup work by emailing me or speaking to me during 
office hours. No makeup work will be given during class time. Students have three days from an excused absence to get 
their work and turn it in. No work will be given for unexcused absences or tardies. If there is an assignment due the day 
you are absent, it is due that day, or if it is an excused absence it is due the day you return. 
 
ATTITUDE & EFFORT: Attitude and effort matter.  Attitude and effort matter a lot.  Set a goal for yourself and challenge 
yourself to achieve it.  Come to class with a positive attitude and help your classmates achieve their goals.  When you 
fail, get up and try again. 
 
 
 



SEMESTER GOALS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP U.S. History OVERVIEW 
1 Era of Conquest                   1491 to 1607                 5%   1-2 weeks  

2 Colonial America                   1607 to 1754                 

45% 

  3 weeks  

3 
Revolutionary 
Era          1754 to 1800          4 weeks  

4 
Rise of 
Democracy          1800 to 1848          3 weeks  

5 
Sectionalism, War, and 
Reconstruction     1844 to 1877          4 weeks  

6 The Industrial Revolution/Rise of Capitalism     1865 to 1898                 
45% 

  2 weeks  

7 Imperialism to World Wars       1890 to 1945          8 weeks  

8 The Cold War           1945 to 1980           2 weeks  

9 
Rise of Conservatism and Modern 
America       1980 to Present               5%   1 week  

                     AP TEST GRADES       

S1.PA: 55 Multiple Choice Q  55 min. 40% score      5  Extremely well qualified    
S1.PB:  4 Short Answer Q 
(SAQ)  50 min.  20%        4  Well qualified       
S2.PA: 1 Document-Based Q 
(DBQ)  55 min. 25%        3  Qualified        
S2.PB: 1 Long Essay Q  
(LEQ) (pick 1 of 2) 35 min. 15%        2  Possibly Qualified      

   TOTAL       3 Hrs. 15 min.         1  No recommendation     

                                 

1 American and national Identity (NAT) 

how and why definitions of American and national identity and values have developed, as well as on 
related topics such as citizenship, constitutionalism, foreign policy, assimilation, and American 
exceptionalism 

 

2 Politics and Power (POL) 
how different social and political groups have influenced society and government in the United States, 
as well as how political beliefs and institutions have changed over time. 

 

3 Work, Exchange, and Technology (WXT) 
factors behind the development of systems of economic exchange, particularly the role of technology, 
economic markets, and government 

 

4 Culture and Society (CUL) 

the roles that ideas, beliefs, social mores, and creative expression have played in shaping the United 
States, as well as how various identities, cultures, and values have been preserved or changed in 
different contexts of U.S. history 

 

5 Migration and Settlement (MIG) 
why and how the various people who moved to and within the United States both adapted to and 
transformed their new social and physical environments 

 

6 Geography and the Environment (GEO) 
the role of geography and both the natural and human-made environments on social and political 
developments in what would become the United States 

 

7 America in the World (WOR) 
the interactions between nations that affected North American history in the colonial period, and on 
the influence of the United States on world affairs 

 

Causation 
Identify, analyze, and evaluate the relationship between historical causes and effects.  

 

CCOT Recognize, analyze, and evaluate Continuity and Change Over Time  

Periodization 
Describe, analyze, and evaluate different ways historians divide history into discrete and definable periods 

 

Comparison 
Identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives on a given historical event and draw conclusions about that 
event. (intERnational and intRAnational)  

Contextualization Connect historical events and processes to specific circumstances of time and place.  

Argumentation 

Create an argument and support it with relevant historical evidence. Must identify a thesis. Must examine multiple 
pieces of evidence together, noting contradictions, corroborations, and other relationships to develop and support 
an argument  

Interpretation 
Primary: Describe, select, and evaluate evidence about the past and draw conclusions about their relevance to 
different historical issues (HIPPO); Secondary: Describe, select, and evaluate how historians interpret sources  

Synthesis 
Develop understanding of the past by making meaningful historical connections between multiple events from 
different periods  

                                 



APUSH- SYLLABUS AGGREEMENT                                                                                          Name: 
 Period: 
 Date: 
 
Keep the syllabus for your records and return this portion (completed by your parent or guardian) by Friday August 26th.  

PARENT NAME:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARENT EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARENT PHONE NUMBER:____________________________________________________________ 

 

Periodically I will need to communicate with you concerning your student’s performance in this class, please provide me 

with an accurate email address. 

 

I understand and accept the policies laid out in this syllabus and will keep this for my records once it is returned to me. 

 

STUDENT NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

STUDENT SIGNATURE:_________________________________________________DATE:________________________ 

PARENT NAME:________________________________________________________ 

PARENT SIGNATURE:___________________________________________________DATE:_______________________ 

 

 


